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T H E COPENHAGEN CONTINUATION 
OF PROSPER: A TRANSLATION 
Steven Muhlberger 
T h i s t r a n s l a t i o n i s based p r i m a r i l y on Mommsen's t e x t o f the 
Continuatio Havniensis Prosperi, which i s i n c l u d e d i n h i s e d i t i o n o f the 
Consularia I t a l i c a i n volume one of the Chronica Minora (Monumenta 
Germaniae H i s t o r i c a , Auctores Antiquissimi , IX [ B e r l i n 1892] 249-339,* • 
Mommsen's emendations o f the unique, o f t e n c o r r u p t manuscript (Copenhagen 
K o n g e l i g e B i b l i o t e k Ms. 454) have g e n e r a l l y been adopted. D e v i a t i o n s 
from Mommsen's t e x t are noted. 
In h i s e d i t i o n Mommsen d i s s e c t e d the Copenhagen C o n t i n u a t i o n and 
p r i n t e d each fragment i n a d i f f e r e n t p a r t o f volume one o f the Chronica 
Minora. To a i d the reader i n l o c a t i n g the p r i n t e d L a t i n t e x t o f a g i v e n 
passage, t h i s t r a n s l a t i o n i n c l u d e s a run n i n g concordance t o the t e x t . 
Each e n t r y o r s e r i e s o f e n t r i e s i s preceded by the page number a t which 
i t i s i n the e d i t i o n . These page numbers are e n c l o s e d by square b r a c k e t s : 
[p. 339]. The concordance a l s o g i v e s , where n e c e s s a r y , r e f e r e n c e s t o two 
major sources o f the Copenhagen C o n t i n u a t i o n , P r o s p e r ' s Epitoma Chronicon 
( a l s o e d i t e d i n Chronica Minora, v o l . I , 341-499) and I s i d o r e ' s Chronica 
Maiora, ed. Mommsen, i n Chronica Minora, v o l . 2 (MGH, Auct. Antiq. XI 
[ B e r l i n 1896] 391-488). 
The t r a n s l a t i o n f a l l s i n t o two s e c t i o n s . The f i r s t (c. 1166-1375, 
a c c o r d i n g t o the numbering of Mommsen's e d i t i o n o f Prosper) t r a n s l a t e s 
the most s i g n i f i c a n t a d d i t i o n s t h a t the c o m p i l e r made t o Pros p e r ' s t e x t . 
Where n e c e s s a r y , n o t i c e s from Prosper are t r a n s l a t e d i n whole o r i n p a r t 
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to g i v e a c o n t e x t t o the a d d i t i o n s , which are u n d e r l i n e d . Where e n t i r e 
c hapters were i n s e r t e d by the c o m p i l e r , t h e i r numbers are d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
by the a d d i t i o n o f l e t t e r s ; e.g. 1197a i s a chapter taken from I s i d o r e 
and used by the s e v e n t h - c e n t u r y w r i t e r t o supplement P r o s p e r ' s account. 
The second s e c t i o n , b e g i n n i n g w i t h c. 1377, i s the Copenhagen 
C o n t i n u a t i o n p r o p e r . The numbering o f Mommsen's Pros p e r i s c o n t i n u e d 
here. The arrangement o f the t r a n s l a t i o n f o l l o w s t h a t o f the manuscript: 
The f i r s t d e s c r i p t i o n o f the years 475-492, the "Ordo P r i o r , " precedes 
the second, the "Ordo P o s t e r i o r , " w h i l e the m a r g i n a l account f o r the 
years 474-480, the " O r d i n i s P o s t e r i o r i s Margo," i s p r i n t e d p a r a l l e l t o 
the Ordo P o s t e r i o r . The c h a p t e r s are numbered a c c o r d i n g l y , w i t h m a r g i n a l 
e n t r i e s b e i n g d i s t i n g u i s h e d w i t h a number ending i n "m." 
In b oth s e c t i o n s , those e n t r i e s c o p i e d o r i n g r e a t p a r t d e r i v e d 
from I s i d o r e are i n d i c a t e d thus: [ I s . ] o r [ I s . augmented]. The names o f 
the annual c o n s u l s have been l e f t u n t r a n s l a t e d and i n the orthography 
of the e d i t i o n . 
=ADDITIONS TO PROSPER; 
[p. 266] (A.D. 378) 
1166 Thus f a r Jerome arranged the o r d e r o f the p r e c e d i n g y e a r s ; 
now to t h a t which f o l l o w s , which was added by the most 
r e l i g i o u s and l e a r n e d P r o s p e r , t h e r e have been appended a 
few supplementary n o t i c e s , the r e s u l t o f our own r e s e a r c h . 
[pp. 298, 462] (388) 
1191 The t y r a n t Maximus was h a l t e d by the emperors V a l e n t i n i a n and 
Theodosius a t the t h i r d m i l e s t o n e from A q u i l e i a , s t r i p p e d o f 
h i s r o y a l a r r a y , and condemned t o death. In the same year h i s 
son V i c t o r was k i l l e d i n Gaul by Count Arbogast who was o f 
F r a n k i s h descent. 
[p. 268; MGH, AA 11:470] (392) 
1197a In the same p e r i o d the head o f John the B a p t i s t was brought t o 
C o n s t a n t i n o p l e and b u r i e d a t the seventh m i l e s t o n e from the 
c i t ' [ I s . ) 
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1197b A t the same time the temples of the g e n t i l e s were overthrown 
throughout the whole w o r l d by the o r d e r o f Theodosius: now 
they remain unharmed but n e g l e c t e d . [ I s . ] 
[p. 299] 
1208 A r c a d i o I I I I e t Honorio I I I ] (396) 
( i n margin) 
The Goths, w i t h the f l o w e r 
o f t h e i r whole army and l e d by A l a r i c , c r o s s e d the J u l i a n A l p s 
and a t t a c k e d I t a l y on August 23. When they had d e v a s t a t e d 
I t a l y f o r two years and were t a r r y i n g a t P o l l e n t i a i n L i g u r i a , 
an army was assembled and an a t t a c k was made a g a i n s t them; but 
when a g r e a t s l a u g h t e r o f both armies had taken p l a c e , n i g h t 




S t i l i c h o n e I I and Anthemio 
Under the l e a d e r s h i p o f S t i l i c h o 
the army d e f e a t e d and captured 
Radagaisus; thousands o f Goths 
were k i l l e d i n Tuscany on 
August 23 b e f o r e the gates a t 
F l o r e n c e . 
1229 A r c a d i o VI and Probo 
(405) 
I n the f i f t h y e a r i n 
the c o n s u l a t e o f 
S t i l i c h o and Artemi u s . 
A f t e r the e n t r y o f 
A l a r i c t h e r e f o l l o w e d 
another army of Goths 
and K i n g Radagaisus 
e n t e r e d and devast-
ated I t a l y . In the 
next y e a r S t i l i c h o w i t h 
an army c o n s i s t i n g o f 
the f l o w e r o f the 
s o l d i e r s a t t a c k e d them a t 
F l o r e n c e o f the Tuscans 
and, b a t t l e b e i n g j o i n e d , 
Radagaisus was d e f e a t e d 
and c a p t u r e d and was 
d e c a p i t a t e d b e f o r e the 












The Vandals and the A l a n s , h a v i n g 
c r o s s e d the Rhine, e n t e r e d Gaul on 
December 31. 
A r c a d i o e t Probo 
c o n s u l i b u s • 
The Vandals under K i n g 
Gunderic c r o s s e d the 
Rhine and d e v a s t a t e d Gaul 
w i t h c r u e l p e r s e c u t i o n ; 
i n t h e i r company were the 
A l a n s , a people o f l i k e 
h a b i t s and f e r o c i t y , i n 
the year o f A r c a d i u s and 
Probus on December 31, i n 
the 1162nd y e a r o f the 
founding o f the c i t y . 
300] (408) 
In the same year the e a r t h b e l l o w e d f o r seven days i n the Forum 
of Peace a t Rome, s i g n i f y i n g a deadly c a p t i v i t y , from which 
Rome was r e l e a s e d a f t e r she had endured i t f o r two y e a r s . Many 
nobles were k i l l e d a t P a v i a . And a t Ravenna S t i l i c h o was 
k i l l e d on August 22. 
(411) 
C o n s t a n t i n e was d e f e a t e d and captured at the town o f A r i e s 
by Honorius's g e n e r a l s C o n s t a n t i u s and Ulphulas and a f t e r w a r d s 
was moved t o I t a l y and k i l l e d i n the p l a c e where the r i v e r 
M i n c i a a r i s e s . . . . 
(413) 
The b r o t h e r s J o v i n u s and S e b a s t i a n , who had s e i z e d power i n 
G a u l , were k i l l e d and t h e i r heads were taken to Ravenna. And 
l i k e w i s e a b r o t h e r o f t h e i r s named S a l l u s t i u s was k i l l e d . 
(427) 
A l s o i n t h i s time a d e v i l i n the shape o f I s i d o r e 
Moses appeared t o the Jews i n C r e t e . says 
When he promised t o l e a d them w i t h dry f e e t over t h i s • 
the sea t o the promised l a n d , many sank i n the 
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waves and were k i l l e d . The r e s t who were saved 
had r e c o u r s e immediately t o C h r i s t ' s grace and were 
co n v e r t e d . 
[pp. 301, 473] 
1310 B o n i f a c e accepted the rank o f master o f 
s o l d i e r s and came from A f r i c a t o I t a l y 
by way o f the c i t y o f Rome. When A e t i u s 
r e s i s t e d , B o n i f a c e d e f e a t e d him i n b a t t l e , 
b ut a f t e r a few days B o n i f a c e was k i l l e d 
by d i s e a s e . . . . 
(432) 
A b a t t l e 
was fought 
between A e t i u s 
and B o n i f a c e 
a t the f i f t h 
m i l e s t o n e 
from R i m i n i . 
[pp. 301-302, 481-482] (451) 
1364 A t t i l a i n c r e a s e d h i s might a f t e r the death o f h i s murdered 
b r o t h e r and c o l l e c t e d t o g e t h e r many thousands o f the 
ne i g h b o u r i n g peoples i n a war which he announced he was going t o 
wage on the Goths j u s t as i f he were the guardian o f Roman 
f r i e n d s h i p . But when he had c r o s s e d the Rhine and many G a l l i c 
c i t i e s had ex p e r i e n c e d h i s most savage a t t a c k s , i t q u i c k l y was 
agreed both by us and by the Goths t h a t the f u r y o f the proud 
enemies s h o u l d be opposed w i t h a l l i e d armies. Thorismud then 
r u l e d the kingdom o f the Goths. So g r e a t was the f o r e s i g h t o f 
the p a t r i c i a n A e t i u s t h a t he p u r p o s e l y c a l l e d i n r e i n f o r c e m e n t 
both the Goths, as we have s a i d , and the Franks who then were 
a c q u i r i n g the r e g i o n by the Rhine. (For then the F r a n k i s h 
people d i d not have k i n g s , but were content w i t h d u k e s . ) 1 And 
so w i t h f i g h t i n g men b e i n g q u i c k l y brought t o g e t h e r from 
everywhere, a n o t unequal f o r c e on our p a r t met the opposing 
m u l t i t u d e and the b a t t l e was fought a t the f i f t h m i l e s t o n e 
from Troyes i n the p l a c e c a l l e d Maurica i n Campania. I n t h a t 
c o n f l i c t , a l though i n e s t i m a b l e heaps o f the dead were made w i t h 
n e i t h e r s i d e y i e l d i n g , n e v e r t h e l e s s the Huns were d e f e a t e d 
because the s u r v i v o r s l o s t c o n f i d e n c e i n t h e i r f i g h t i n g and 
r e t u r n e d t o t h e i r own c o u n t r y . And i n t h a t b a t t l e Theodoric 
k i n g of the Goths d i e d , i n whose p l a c e Thorismud h i s e l d e s t son 
was a p p o i n t e d . And i t happened t h a t A e t i u s i n h i s c l e v e r n e s s 
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e x h o r t e d the Franks t o r e t u r n t o t h e i r own c o u n t r y , l e s t A t t i l a 
s h o u l d occupy i t w h i l e i t was empty o f i t s c h o i c e men; and he 
exh o r t e d Thorismud t h a t he s h o u l d by r e t u r n i n g t o the s e a t o f 
h i s kingdom c o n f i r m the g l o r y and o f f i c e he had taken up, l e s t 
h i s b r o t h e r s s h o u l d p r e v e n t him and he s h o u l d l o s e the o f f i c e ; 
so A e t i u s remained alone w i t h the f l o w e r o f h i s s o l d i e r s and 
2 
e n r i c h e d h i s army w i t h a l l the l o o t and s p o i l o f the enemy. 
[Prosper's c h a p t e r 1365 i s not p r e s e n t i n the Copenhagen ms.) 
Ipp. 302, 482] 
1366 Herculano v.c. consule e t S p o r a c i o (452) 
1367 A t t i l a , h a v i n g r e s t o r e d the f o r c e s which A q u i l e i a and 
he had l o s t i n Gau l , aimed a t I t a l y through M i l a n and some 
P a n n o n i a . . . . o t h e r c i t i e s 
were r u i n e d by 
A t t i l a 
[pp. 302, 483] (453) 
1370 A f t e r A t t i l a d i e d i n h i s home cou n t r y A f t e r the death o f 
gr e a t c o n f l i c t arose between h i s h i s f a t h e r Thorismud 
sons. . . . subjugated the 
A l a n s i n b a t t l e . 
1371 Among the Goths i n Gaul d i s s e n s i o n arose between the sons o f 
K i n g T h e o d o r i c , o f whom the o l d e s t , Thorismud, had succeeded the 
f a t h e r (and t h i s was the t h i r d year o f h i s r e i g n ) . When the 
k i n g attempted t h i n g s c o n t r a r y to Roman peace and G o t h i c 
t r a n q u i l i t y , he was k i l l e d by h i s b r o t h e r s f o r r e l e n t l e s s l y 
p u r s u i n g h a r m f u l p l a n s . Theodoric, the younger b r o t h e r o f 
Thorismud, was confirmed i n h i s p l a c e . 
[pp. 303, 483] (454) 
1373 . . . A e t i u s was c r u e l l y k i l l e d by the hand o f the emperor and 
those s t a n d i n g around i n the i n n e r chambers o f the p a l a c e a t 
Rome on September 21. . . . 
1374 V a l e n t i n i a n o V I I I and Anthemio (455) 
1374a In t h i s c o n s u l a t e Ravenna burned. 
[pp. 303, 483-484] 
1375 The death o f V a l e n t i n i a n f o l l o w e d the death of A e t i u s by no 
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long time, since the murderer of Aetius, so far from taking 
steps to avoid assassination, made associates of Aetius's 
friends and armorbearers. These, taking the opportunity for 
crime, secretly lay in wait; A c c i l a , a bucellarius of Aetius, 
and T r a s i l a , the son-in-law of Aetius, set upon the emperor at 
the same time and stabbed him with unwelcome and unexpected blows, 
while he was outside the gates in the Campus Martius in front 
of the general's platform at the sixth milestone at the two 
laurel trees, intent on the equestrian games . . . Maximus, twice 
consul and of patrician rank on the next day, March 19, assumed 
power. He was widely believed to be p r o f i t i n g by endangering 
the state, and he quickly showed what kind of mind he had: not 
only did he not punish Valentinian's murderers, but he even 
received them into his friendship. He prohibited the Augusta 
to mourn the loss of her husband, and after a very few days he 
forced her to become his wife. But he was not long able to 
exercise such lack of r e s t r a i n t . 3 For after another month i t 
was reported that King Geiseric was coming from A f r i c a . Many 
of the n o b i l i t y and the common people fl e d since he, wishing to 
retreat himself, gave everyone permission to leave; but he 
himself, on the seventy-seventh day of his taking power, was 
torn to pieces by the imperial slaves and was thrown into the 
Tiber, so that he lacked even a sepulchre. The occupation of 
Rome, worthy of many tears, followed the death of Maximus 
immediately, and Geiseric took the c i t y , which was bereft of 
any protection on July 4. The holy Pope Leo ran to meet 
Geiseric outside of the gates and, with God's help, by his 
supplication so softened him that he abstained from f i r e , 
slaughter, and torture, on the condition that a l l power was given 
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to him. . . . 
===============================CONTINUATION============================== 
[p. 266] 
1377 Thus far the holy Prosper continued the history, although we 
have combined with i t , by our investigation of past ages, some 
things that he omitted; what follows our own research, as i t 
well as i t could, has produced with great e f f o r t . 
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[pp. 304- 305] 
1378 But [ s i c ] the Burgundians spread through Gaul and drove back 
the Gepids. 
1379 A f t e r the death of Maximus, A v i t u s assumed power a t A r i e s i n 
Gaul on J u l y 9. 
1380 And w i t h h i s c o l l e a g u e s i n the o f f i c e which he had t a k e n up 
he e n t e r e d I t a l y on September 21. 
1381 Johanne e t Varane (456) 
1382 R e m i s t i u s the p a t r i c i a n was k i l l e d i n C l a s s e , d y i n g on 
September 17. 
1383 The Emperor A v i t u s e n t e r e d P l a c e n t i a w i t h the f o r c e s o f h i s 
a l l i e s . There the master o f s o l d i e r s R i c i m e r caught up w i t h 
him w i t h a g r e a t p a r t o f the army. A f t e r b a t t l e had been 
j o i n e d and many o f A v i t u s ' s men had f a l l e n , A v i t u s f l e d , and 
Bishop Eusebius saved h i s l i f e and changed him from an emperor 
i n t o a b i s h o p . M i s s i a n u s , the p a t r i c i a n o f A v i t u s , was k i l l e d 
i n the b a t t l e on October 18. 
1384 C o n s t a n t i n o and Rufo (457) 
1385 Theodoric, the k i n g o f the Goths, u t t e r l y humbled the Sueves, 
h a v i n g d e f e a t e d them i n b a t t l e and k i l l e d t h e i r k i n g 
R e c h i a r i u s . 
1386 A f t e r the death o f R e c h i a r i u s , Gundioc, k i n g o f the 
Burgundians, w i t h h i s people and a l l h i s t r o o p s , and w i t h the 
a s s e n t o f Theodoric and the Goths, came i n t o Gaul t o s e t t l e , 
and e n t e r e d i n t o a l l i a n c e and f r i e n d s h i p w i t h the Goths. 
[p. 268] 
1387 I n t h a t y e a r Marcian, the emperor a t C o n s t a n t i n o p l e , d i e d . I n 
h i s p l a c e Leo the e l d e r was made emperor i n t h a t same c i t y 
w i t h the consent o f the army and the senate. [ I s . augmented] 
(lacu n a — the years 458 t o 473 are c o m p l e t e l y m i s s i n g , as i s the 
c o n s u l a t e o f 474.) 
ORDO PRIOR 
[pp. 307-309] 
1388 P.c. L e o n i s i u n i o r i s Ag. (475) 
1389 While Nepos was r e s i d i n g i n the c i t y , the p a t r i c i a n O r e s t e s was 
s e n t a g a i n s t him w i t h the f l o w e r o f the army. But Nepos, n o t 


















Dalmatia by boat. When Nepos had f l e d I t a l y and d e s e r t e d the 
c i t y , Orestes c l a i m e d the primacy and a l l a u t h o r i t y , and made 
emperor h i s son Augustulus, who was a t Ravenna; but he 
h i m s e l f e x e r c i s e d a l l the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f the e x t e r n a l 
defenses. 
Augustulus was r a i s e d t o the emperorship on October 31. 
As Zeno Augustus was s e e k i n g t o k i l l h i s son Leo, Leo's mother 
o f f e r e d another o f s i m i l a r appearance i n h i s p l a c e and 
s e c r e t l y made Leo a c l e r i c . In the c l e r g y he l i v e d down t o 
the time o f J u s t i n i a n . [ I s . ] 
313] 
B a s i l i o e t Armato (476) 
The Goths under K i n g E u r i c d e v a s t a t e d many c i t i e s o f Gaul, 
c h i e f among them A r i e s , s t r i p p e d them o f w e a l t h , and, removing 
them from Roman a u t h o r i t y , s u b j e c t e d the c i t i e s t o themselves. 
On August 23, the H e r u l i i n I t a l y , who were under Roman 
j u r i s d i c t i o n , c r e a t e d a k i n g named Odoacer, a man s e r i o u s both 
i n age and prudence, and one w e l l - t a u g h t i n m i l i t a r y a f f a i r s . 
He overwhelmed and conquered the p a t r i c i a n O r e s t e s , who was 
a t P l a c e n t i a , and k i l l e d O r e s t e s ' s b r o t h e r P a u l , who 
was a t Ravenna. 
From a l l d i r e c t i o n s e v i l s rose up around the s t a t e : On a l l 
s i d e s [the Romans] were oppressed by o t h e r peoples and 
they l o s t both t h e i r p r o v i n c e s and t h e i r supremacy. 
P.c. B a s i l i s c i e t Armati (477) 
Odoacer k i l l e d a noble man named B r a c h i l a who was opposing h i s 
r u l e . 
E l l o v . c . consule (478) 
A d a r i c , r e b e l l i n g a g a i n s t Odoacer, was subdued and k i l l e d 
w i t h h i s mother and b r o t h e r on November 19. 
Zenone Aug. consu l e (479) 
B a s i l i s c o i u n i o r e consule (480) 
When the emperor Nepos was r u l i n g Dalmatia and was attem p t i n g 
t o c o n f i r m the a u t h o r i t y o f the o f f i c e he had taken up, he 
d i e d , u n s u s p e c t i n g , on June 22, stabbed by the blows o f h i s own 



















P l a c i d i o v.c. consule (481) 
Se v e r i n o i u n . e t T r e c o n d i t e (482) 
K i n g Odoacer s e t out f o r D a l m a t i a , and, when Ovida attempted t o 
r e s i s t w i t h an army, he was pu t down by Odoacer and d i e d on 
December 9. Odoacer, h a v i n g subdued and k i l l e d Ovida, extended 
h i s r u l e by b a t t l e and sword. 
Fausto v . c . consule (483) 
Venan t i o e t Theudorico (484) 
Symacho i u n . v.c. consule (485) 
A f t e r S i m p l i c i u s , F e l i x was o r d a i n e d b i s h o p o f the Roman church, 
and he r e i g n e d 17 y e a r s , 6 months, and 17 days. 
Decio e t Longino (486) 
K i n g E u r i c d i e d i n the c i t y o f A r i e s , which he h i m s e l f had 
ca p t u r e d , and h i s son A l a r i c was confirmed i n h i s p l a c e on 
December 28. 
B o e t i o v.c. consule (487) 
Fevva, k i n g o f the R u g i , undertook a war a g a i n s t Odoacer, k i n g 
o f the H e r u l i . Troops were c o l l e c t e d from both armies, and a 
b a t t l e was fought beyond the r i v e r Danube. Many a heap o f 
corpses from both armies was p i l e d up by the s l a u g h t e r . But, 
altho u g h both k i n g s hoped t o g a i n the d o u b t f u l v i c t o r y , 
Fevva was de f e a t e d and captured a l i v e and o f f e r e d t o K i n g 
Odoacer, who spared h i s l i f e and dragged him, d e f e a t e d , i n t o 
I t a l y . The b a t t l e w i t h Fevva and the Rugi was fought beyond 
the Danube on December 18. 
Dinamio e t S i f i d i o (488) 
Pr o b i n o e t Eusebio (489) 
ORDO POSTERIOR AND ORDINIS POSTERIORIS MARGO 
[p. 307] (474) 
Leo. the younger was e l e v a t e d ^ and a t C o n s t a n t i n o p l e decreed 
f o r h i m s e l f the i m p e r i a l a u t h o r i t y and the c o n s u l a r d i g n i t y i n 
the same y e a r , and made good h i s c l a i m w i t h the t i t l e o f 
Augustus. 
In the c o n s u l a t e o f Leo the younger, Leo the e l d e r d i e d 
on January 18 and Zeno was made emperor on January 29. 
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[p. 268] 







Glycerius was deposed by the patrician Nepos and was 
ordained bishop at Portus. 
The patrician Nepos took up the imperial authority at Portus on 
June 19. 
(475) 
1423m Afterwards [sic] when 
victorie s were strengthen-
P.c. L e o n i s i u n i o r i s 
When Nepos was b e i n g h o t l y 
pursued by the p a t r i c i a n 
Orestes and the army, he 
put to sea, f l e e i n g a l l the 
way to Da l m a t i a . 
A f t e r the f l i g h t o f Nepos, 
however, the p a t r i c i a n Ores-
tes made h i s son Augustulus 
emperor a t Ravenna on Octo-
ber 31. 
i n g him [Nepos] by s u i t a b l e 
and f o r t u n a t e outcomes, 
he was prevented by the 
p r i c k o f v a n i t y from 
r e a l i z i n g t h a t someone was 
c l a i m i n g the o p p o r t u n i t y 
f o r such a u s u r p a t i o n . And 
i n the f o l l o w i n g y e a r , 
a f t e r the c o n s u l a t e o f Leo 
the younger, O r e s t e s , the 
p a t r i c i a n , was sent w i t h the 
fl o w e r o f the army a g a i n s t 
Nepos a t Rome. Nepos d i d 
not dare t o take up the 
hopeless cause by 
r e s i s t i n g and f l e d , 
s a i l i n g t o Dalmatia on 
August 28. And th e r e f o r a 
f i v e - y e a r p e r i o d he r u l e d 
i n D a l m a t i a , g i v i n g promise 
and hope o f r e c o v e r y . 
1424m A f t e r h i s f l i g h t 
O r e s t e s , who, although 
proud, d i d not dare t o 
i n c r e a s e the d e s i r e s o f 
h i s damnable t e m e r i t y , 
made h i s son A u g u s t u l -
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us emperor w i t h i n the 
c i t y of Ravenna on 
October 31. 
[p. 268] 
1425 As Zeno Augustus was s e e k i n g to k i l l h i s son Leo, Leo's mother 
o f f e r e d another o f s i m i l a r appearance i n h i s p l a c e , and 
s e c r e t l y made Leo a c l e r i c . In the c l e r g y he l i v e d down t o the 
time o f J u s t i n i a n . [ I s . ] 
[pp. 309-313] 
1426 B a s i l i s c o I I e t Armato (476) 
1427 Odoacer was made k i n g by 1427m And d u r i n g the e v i l s and 
h i s army on August 23. unexpected d i s a s t e r s o f the 
s t a t e , when Roman tro o p s 
slew each o t h e r on the 
i n s i d e , o u t s i d e p e o p l e s , who 
i n s i m u l a t e d f r i e n d s h i p 
were s u b j e c t to Roman r u l e , 
rose up a g a i n s t i t . For 
the H e r u l i s e t t l e d w i t h i n 
I t a l y c r e a t e d a k i n g named 
Odoacer, a man s e r i o u s both 
i n age and prudence, and 
w e l l - t a u g h t i n m i l i t a r y 
a f f a i r s . 
1428 The p a t r i c i a n Orestes was 1428m With an army he overthrew 
k i l l e d a t P l a c e n t i a and h i s and deposed the p a t r i c i a n 
b r o t h e r P a u l a t Ravenna. Orestes a t P l a c e n t i a . 
Orestes's b r o t h e r P a u l , 
r e s i d i n g a t Ravenna, was 
overthrown by the army o f 
Odoacer and d i e d i n P i n e t a 
on August 31. 
1429 P.c. B a s i l i s c i e t A r m a t i (477) 
14 30 Under these c o n s u l s 1430m Odoacer, coming t o Ravenna 
B r a c h i l a was k i l l e d a t the f o l l o w i n g y e a r , t h a t 
Ravenna by K i n g Odoacer. f o l l o w i n g the c o n s u l a t e o f 





















E l l o v.c. consule 
Under t h i s c o n s u l A d a r i c , 1432m 
hav i n g been subdued by K i n g 
Odoacer, was k i l l e d on 
November 19. 
Zenone pp. Aug. cons. 
B a s i l i o i u n i o r e v.c. cons. 
The emperor Nepos, w h i l e he 1435m 
was i n D a l m a t i a attempting 
to c o n f i r m the a u t h o r i t y o f 
h i s r u l e , was k i l l e d by h i s 
h i s own people on A p r i l 25. 
P l a c i d o v.c. e t consule 
S e v e r i n o i u n i o r e e t T r e c o n d i t e 
K i n g Odoacer, f i g h t i n g i n D a l m a t i a , 
Fauto v.c. consule 
V e n a n t i o e t Theudorico 
Simacho i u n i o r e v.c. cons. 
k i l l e d B r a c h i l a , who was 
opposing h i s r u l e . 
(478) 
And a f t e r the second 
f o l l o w i n g year he k i l l e d 
A d a r i c , a noble man f i g h t -
i n g a g a i n s t him, and Ada-
r i c 's b r o t h e r and mother 
i n the c o n s u l a t e o f H e l l u s 
v.c. on November 19. 
(479) 
(480) 
The emperor Nepos, w h i l e 
he was i n Dalmatia attempt-
i n g t o c o n f i r m the a u t h o r -
i t y o f h i s r u l e , was 
k i l l e d by h i s own people 
under the c o n s u l B a s i l i s -
cus the younger. 
(481) 
(482) 




A f t e r S i m p l i c i u s , F e l i x was o r d a i n e d b i s h o p o f the Roman 
church, and he s a t 17 y e a r s , 11 months, and 17 days. 
Decio e t Longino (486) 
B o e t i o v . c . c o n s u l (487) 
E u r i c the k i n g o f the Goths d i e d , and A l a r i c was made k i n g i n 
h i s p l a c e . 
Under these c o n s u l s [ s i c ] Odoacer k i n g o f the H e r u l i , h a v i n g 
subdued F e w a k i n g o f the Rugi i n b a t t l e beyond the Danube, 
cap t u r e d him and dragged him, d e f e a t e d , w i t h h i m s e l f i n t o I t a l y . 
Dinamio e t S i f i d i o (488) 
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1448 P r o b i n o e t Eusebio (489) 
[pp. 317-319] 
1449 Fausto i u n . v.c. cons. (490) 
1450 Under t h i s c o n s u l K i n g Theodoric broke i n t o the earthwork a t the 
b r i d g e o f the Isonzo a g a i n s t the o p p o s i t i o n o f Odoacer. S i n c e 
a g r e a t m u l t i t u d e o f the enemy were defending i t i n an i n s o l e n t 
s p i r i t , Odoacer understood t h a t he was not a b l e t o t a k e i t by 
f o r c e ; s t r u c k down by f e a r he f l e d and found refuge w i t h h i s 
army i n the town o f Verona. When K i n g T h e o d o r i c , a man w i t h a 
s p i r i t t e s t e d i n m i l i t a r y a f f a i r s and capable o f t r i u m p h a l 
g l o r y , knew t h a t Odoacer had f l e d b e f o r e him, he judged t h a t he 
need not f e a r t o f o l l o w the enemy, i f they f l e d , when once 
d e f e a t e d , and p e n e t r a t i n g genius o f h i s . mind c o n s i d e r e d t h a t 
v i c t o r y would be e a s i l y gained i f he f o l l o w e d Odoacer t o the 
p l a c e where the l a t t e r b e l i e v e d h i m s e l f t o have the p r o t e c t i o n , 
not o f the power o f men, but r a t h e r o f f o r t i f i e d w a l l s ; and so 
he f o l l o w e d Odoacer r i g h t to Verona. Once Odoacer understood 
t h a t Theodoric had approached t o besiege him, he was overcome 
by d e s p a i r . C o l l e c t i n g f o r c e s o f f i g h t i n g men he went t o meet 
him i n the s m a l l e r f i e l d o f Verona. There, although g r e a t 
s l a u g h t e r was worked on each army, both s i d e s fought a l o n g 
t i m e , the one army d r i v e n by i t s desperate c i r c u m s t a n c e s , the 
o t h e r i m p e l l e d by n e c e s s i t y not t o s t a i n w i t h f l i g h t the g l o r y 
o f the emerging v i c t o r y , u n t i l f i n a l l y Odoacer was d e f e a t e d and 
broke o f f and f l e e i n g w i t h h i s army reached Ravenna. 
1451 O l i b r i o i u n i o r e v.c. cons. (491) 
1452 K i n g Odoacer r e t u r n e d to M i l a n from Ravenna and assembling h i s 
t r o o p s j o i n e d b a t t l e w i t h Theodoric a t the r i v e r Adda: b u t , 
s i n c e an army i s u s u a l l y d i m i n i s h e d r a t h e r than i n c r e a s e d i n a 
h o p e l e s s cause, Count P i e r o , who p r e s i d e d over m i l i t a r y 
m a t t e r s , was k i l l e d , and Odoacer tu r n e d t a i l and escaped a g a i n 
t o Ravenna. S h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r Theodoric came up t o Ravenna 
w i t h the f l o w e r o f h i s whole army. He f o r t i f i e d h i s army i n 
P i n e t a w i t h wide and e x t e n s i v e d i t c h e s and w a l l s . When Odoacer 
observed him e s t a b l i s h e d s e c u r e l y w i t h i n the earthwork, he 
s e c r e t l y by n i g h t made a f o r a y a g a i n s t the earthwork i n 
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P i n e t a . The f i g h t went on a long time and many troops from 
b o t h armies f e l l , but L i b i l a , the master o f s o l d i e r s , was 
k i l l e d , and K i n g Odoacer shut h i m s e l f up ag a i n w i t h i n Ravenna. 
Theodoric assembled h i s army and, u n w i l l i n g t o a s s a u l t him 
u n t i l the o p p o r t u n i t y o f b a t t l e r e v e a l e d i t s e l f , r e t u r n e d t o 
P a v i a on August 18. 
[p. 268] 
1453 A n a s t a s i u s , the 48th emperor o f the Romans, r u l e d 27 
y e a r s . [ I s . ] 
[p. 319] 
1454 A n a s t a s i o pp. Ag. cons, e t Rufo (492) 
[p. 269] 
1455 W i t h i n A f r i c a Trasamund, the k i n g o f the Vandals, shut the 
C a t h o l i c churches and sent 120 b i s h o p s i n e x i l e t o S a r d i n i a . 
[ I s . ] 
1456 A l s o F u l g e n t i u s was eminent i n the c o n f e s s i o n o f the f a i t h and 
i n l e a r n i n g . [ I s . ] 
1457 At the same time i n Carthage a c e r t a i n A r i a n named Olympius, 
who was blaspheming i n the baths a g a i n s t the Holy T r i n i t y , was 
burned up i n the s i g h t o f everyone by the d i s c h a r g e o f a b o l t 
o f l i g h t n i n g . [ I s . ] 
1458 A l s o Barbus, a c e r t a i n b i s h o p , was b a p t i z i n g someone 
a g a i n s t the r u l e o f f a i t h ; when he s a i d : "Barbus b a p t i z e s you 
i n the name o f the Father through the Son and i n the Holy 
S p i r i t " ; t he water which was ther e f o r the b a p t i z i n g 
immediately d i s a p p e a r e d and was nowhere t o be found. Seeing 
t h i s the one who was t o be b a p t i z e d l e f t w i t h o u t d e l a y f o r the 
C a t h o l i c church and r e c e i v e d baptism a c c o r d i n g to the custom o f 
the f a i t h o f C h r i s t . [ I s . ] 
[pp. 319-320] 
1459 A l b i n o v.c. co n s u l e (493) 
1460 K i n g Theo d o r i c r e t u r n e d to R i m i n i and h a v i n g s e t out from t h e r e 
i n a f a s t c u t t e r came t o the f o r t i f i c a t i o n o f P a l a t i o l i on 
August 29. 
1461 In t h a t y e a r t h e r e was a b a t t l e between F r i d e r i g u s and Tufa, the 
master o f s o l d i e r s , between Trent and Verona; when many 





























put an end t o the b a t t l e . 
Odoacer, s u i n g f o r peace from Theodoric, r e c e i v e d i t , and gave 
h i s son as a hostage. I t was not kept f o r l o n g . 
Theodoric, a f t e r making peace w i t h Odoacer, e n t e r e d C l a s s e 
on February 26. 
And then he ente r e d Ravenna. 
Under the pretence o f peace he k i l l e d Odoacer and a l l o f h i s 
c o l l e a g u e s who a d m i n i s t e r e d the defense o f the kingdom. 
A s t e r i o e t P r a e s i d i o (494) 
V i c t o r e v.c. cons. (495) 
P.c. V i a t o r i s v.c. c o n s u l i s (496) 
A l a r i c o b t a i n e d S a i n t e s i n the t w e l f t h y e a r o f h i s r u l e . 
Iterum p.c. V i a t o r i s v.c. c o n s u l i s (497) 
P a u l i n o v.c. consule (498) 
I n the f o u r t e e n t h year o f A l a r i c the Franks o b t a i n e d Bordeaux, 
took i t from the r u l e o f the Goths and made i t t h e i r own 
p o s s e s s i o n , a f t e r they had captured the G o t h i c g e n e r a l 
S u a t r i o . 
P.c. P a u l i n o v.c. consule (499) 
Item t e r t i o P a u l i n o v.c. consule (500) 
Avieno v.c. consule (501) 
Avieno a l i o i u n . v.c. consule (502) 
A f t e r B i s h o p F e l i x o f the Roman church d i e d , G e l a s i u s was 
o r d a i n e d b i s h o p i n h i s p l a c e , and r e i g n e d 4 y e a r s , 8 months, 
and 18 days. 
V o l u s i a n o v.c. consule (503) 
Ceteo v.c. consule (504) 
Under these c o n s u l s [ s i c ] , K i n g Theodoric e n t e r e d Rome and 
k i l l e d Count Odomus on March 4. 
Theudoro v.c. consule (505) 
Messala v.c. consule (506) 
Ven a n t i o v.c. consule (507) 
A f t e r the death of G e l a s i u s , the pope o f the c i t y o f Rome, 





















months, and 24 days. 
Ali o Venantio v.c. consule 










After the death of Anastasius, Symmachus was ordained bishop of 
the Roman church, and reigned for 15 years, 7 months, and 17 days. 
333] 
Boetio iun. v.c. consule (510) 
Felice v.c. consule (511) 
P.c. Felice v.c. consule (512) 
Probo v.c. consule (513) 
Senatore v.c. consule (514) 
King Theodoric came to Milan and k i l l e d Count Petia on June 7. 
Florentio v.c. cons. (515) 
Petro v.c. cons. (516) 
Agapito v.c. cons. (517) 
P.c. Agapiti v.c. cons. (518) 
Justin the elder, the 48th emperor of the Romans, ruled 8 
years. [Is.] 
In A f r i c a , after Trasamund, Hi l d e r i c , who had been born of a 
captive daughter of emperor Valentinian, received the royal 
power. As he was pledged under oath not to favour the Catholics 
in his rule, he ordered before receiving the royal power that 
the bishops should be returned from exile, and instructed them 
to restore the churches. [Is.] 
Eutharico Celica v.c. cons. 
Rustico v.c. consule 
Simmacho et Boetio 





When Theodoric, king of the Goths, was dead, Justinian put Asbad 
the master of soldiers in command in Italy. He conquered the 
Goths i n battle and made many of their generals cross the Alps 
with their armies; and he restored many of the c i t i e s of Italy, 
and chiefly those i n Liguria. 
[p. 270] 
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1505 Then i n the s i x t h year o f J u s t i n the e l d e r , Symmachus, the b i s h o p 
o f the Roman church, d i e d , and Hormisdas was o r d a i n e d b i s h o p 
i n h i s p l a c e , and r e i g n e d 18 y e a r s and 7 days. 
[p. 269] 
1506 J u s t i n i a n , the 49th emperor o f the Romans, r u l e d 39 y e a r s . [ I s . ] 
[p. 337] 
1507 I n whose second y e a r Asbad, a f t e r he had p r o t e c t e d I t a l y from 
the f e r o c i t y o f the G o t h i c p e o p l e , d i e d i n P a v i a and was b u r i e d 
i n the b a s i l i c a o f the b l e s s e d martyr N a z a r i u s w i t h these v e r s e s 
w r i t t e n above h i s tomb: 
I f i t were not the i r r e v o c a b l e end o f a m o r t a l l i f e t i m e . 
And i f f a i t h d i d not p u t a l i m i t to t e a r s , 
The continuous ages would mourn your death, 
You, Asbad, whom v i r t u e e x t o l s , equal t o the a n c i e n t s . 
An example t o s t r o n g men both i n mind and body; 
The s t a t e , which s p a r k l e s i l l u m i n a t e d w i t h innumerable 
Triumphs, which both e a s t and west c o n f e r , 
Should d e c l a r e p u b l i c mourning f o r you. 
You commanded mighty throngs o f horse and f o o t . 
By the r i g h t o f the noble rank o f m a g i s t e r . 
You, h a v i n g e x p e l l e d the t r i b e s , 
Gave the G o t h i c A l p s t o L a t i u m to r u l e . 
Through you, d i v e r s e c i t i e s w i t h r u i n e d w a l l s 
R e j o i c e t o r e t u r n to t h e i r o r i g i n a l honor. 
A f t e r you, one comfort remains t o the mourners: 
The g l o r y t h a t l i n g e r s and i s not b u r i e d w i t h you. 
[p. 269] 
1508 B e l i s a r i u s the p a t r i c i a n , a man w e l l - t a u g h t i n m i l i t a r y a f f a i r s , 
was sent by J u s t i n i a n a g a i n s t the P e r s i a n s , who were f i g h t i n g 
a g a i n s t the s t a t e , and he subdued them to such an e x t e n t w i t h h i s 
weapons t h a t he both brought the s t a t e back to i t s o r i g i n a l con-
d i t i o n and l e f t the enemy i n t e r r o r . [ I s . augmented] 
1509 A f t e r he had brought low the P e r s i a n enemies and r e t u r n e d t o 
h i s home, he was a l s o s ent to A f r i c a and d e s t r o y e d the Vandal 
people w i t h t h e i r k i n g , as we have s a i d above. [ I s . augmented] 
1510 A t the same time the body o f S t . Anthony, the monk, having been 
found by d i v i n e r e v e l a t i o n , was e s c o r t e d through A l e x a n d r i a and 
b u r i e d i n the church o f S t . John the b a p t i s t . [ I s . ] 
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[p. 270] 
1511 A f t e r the death o f Hormisdas, John was o r d a i n e d b i s h o p o f the 
Roman church, and he r e i g n e d 2 y e a r s , 8 months, and 16 days, i n 
the 18th year o f J u s t i n i a n . 
1512 When he d i e d , F e l i x was appointed i n h i s p l a c e , and r e i g n e d 3 
y e a r s , 2 months, and 14 days. 
1513 A f t e r him was B o n i f a c e , who r e i g n e d 2 years and 26 days. 
1514 A f t e r B o n i f a c e , John took up the p o n t i f i c a t e , and r e i g n e d 2 
y e a r s , 4 months, and 6 days. 
1515 A f t e r he d i e d , A g a p i t u s was o r d a i n e d b i s h o p i n h i s p l a c e and 
r e i g n e d 11 years and 18 days. 
[p. 337] 
1518 Then, a f t e r Asbad's death, the Goths s e i z e d I t a l y a l l over 
a g a i n . J u s t i n i a n sent the p a t r i c i a n Narses a g a i n s t them, and 
a f t e r he i n many b a t t l e s had conquered the Goths w i t h t h e i r 
K i n g T o t i l a , he r e t u r n e d I t a l y t o Roman r u l e and r e s t o r e d 
demolished c i t i e s . Having e x p e l l e d the Goths he brought the 
people o f a l l I t a l y back to t h e i r o r i g i n a l j o y . 
[p. 269] 
1517 J u s t i n the younger, the 50th emperor o f the Romans, r u l e d 11 
y e a r s . [ I s . ] 
[p. 270] 
1518 A f t e r A g a p i t u s , Severus was o r d a i n e d b i s h o p o f the Roman church, 
and r e i g n e d f o r one y e a r , 5 months, and 11 days. 
1519 A f t e r h i s death, V i g i l i u s was o r d a i n e d b i s h o p i n h i s p l a c e , and 
r e i g n e d 17 y e a r s , 5 months, and 11 days. 
[pp. 337-338] 
1520 When Narses, the p a t r i c i a n , had I n the f i f t h y e a r o f 
most p r o s p e r o u s l y a d m i n i s t e r e d J u s t i n the Lombards 
I t a l y , and through twelve y e a r s e n t e r e d I t a l y . 
had r e s t o r e d c i t i e s and w a l l s 
t o t h e i r o r i g i n a l d i g n i t y , and c h e r i s h e d the people w i t h 
j u s t i c e and prudence, he was d i s t u r b e d by the t h r e a t s = o f the 
Augusta Sophia, the w i f e o f J u s t i n , and was upset by the 
abusive words o f the i d l e woman, and so he i n v i t e d A l b o i n , 
k i n g o f the Lombards, w i t h a l l h i s army from Pannonia. T h i s 
A l b o i n , a f t e r Cunemund, k i n g o f the Gepids (who then r u l e d a t 
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6 Sirmium), began a b a t t l e w i t h him, because o f the k i n d l i n g 
o f e a r l i e r q u a r r e l s , overcame him and m a r r i e d h i s daughter. 
C o l l e c t i n g the troops o f h i s h o s t he e n t e r e d I t a l y w i t h the 
whole Lombard people. 
1521 A f t e r the b a t t l e s , the Lombards s e t t l e d q u i e t l y i n I t a l y , and 
he r u l e d j u s t l y by r o y a l r i g h t f o r 2 years and 10 months. But 
then he was k i l l e d by a t r i c k a t Verona by h i s w i f e Rosemund, 
the daughter o f K i n g Cunemund, who had the h e l p o f E l m e g i s i l , 
w i t h whom she was b e l i e v e d t o have committed a d u l t e r y . T h i s 
was a f t e r w a r d s r e v e a l e d when she t r i e d t o j o i n him t o h e r s e l f 
i n the p l a c e o f her husband both i n marriage and a l s o i n the 
k i n g s h i p . But, when she r e a l i z e d t h a t her d e c e i t f u l u s u r p a t i o n 
by no means p l e a s e d the Lombards, she f l e d t o Ravenna w i t h the 
r o y a l t r e a s u r e and her husband. But they d i d not l o n g get 
p r o t e c t i o n t h e r e and soon l o s t t h e i r l i v e s . 
1522 And so w i t h A l b o i n dead, Cleph was i n charge o f the Lombards 
f o r one y e a r and 6 months. 
152 3 When he d i e d the Lombards were w i t h o u t a k i n g f o r twelve y e a r s , 
o n l y dukes were i n charge. F i r s t among them was Zafan, the 
Duke of P a v i a , who attempted to a t t a c k Gaul and d i s g r a c e f u l l y 
l o s t most o f the s t r e n g t h o f the Lombards a t the Rhone r i v e r 
n o t f a r from the p l a c e o f the martyrs o f Agaunum (which the 
v i r t u e o f the martyr Maurice c h i e f l y a d o r n s ) , and f l e e i n g w i t h 
the few who s u r v i v e d by r u n n i n g away, headed back to I t a l y . 
[p. 269) 
1524 The Goths, h a v i n g l o s t I t a l y , enjoyed the n e w l y - a c q u i r e d 
p o s s e s s i o n o f S p a i n , where, f o l l o w i n g T o t i l a , L e u v i g i l d r u l e d , 
and reduced t o the a u t h o r i t y o f h i s realm, by f i g h t i n g and 
conquest, c e r t a i n r e g i o n s o f Spain r e b e l l i n g a g a i n s t him. [ I s . 
augmented] 
1525 T i b e r i u s , the 51st emperor o f the Romans r u l e d 7 y e a r s . [ I s . ] 
[p. 270] 
1526 A f t e r the death o f V i g i l i u s , P e l a g i u s was o r d a i n e d b i s h o p o f 
the Roman church, and r e i g n e d 4 y e a r s , 5 months, and 9 days. 
1529 A f t e r him, John was o r d a i n e d b i s h o p , and r e i g n e d 12 y e a r s , 11 
months, and 27 days. 
[p. 269] 
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1530 Through Ermenegild, the son of King Leuvigild, the Goths were 
rent in twain and ravaged by mutual slaughter. [Is.] 
[p. 270] 
1531 After John, Benedict took up the pontificate of the Roman 
church, and reigned 4 years, 1 month, and 28 days. 
[pp. 269-2 70] 
1530 Maurice, the 52nd emperor of the Romans, ruled 11 years. [Is.] 
1531 The Sueves, who inhabited d i s t r i c t s within Spain, were 
taken by King Leuvigild and were subjected to the Goths. 
[Is.] 
[p. 338] 
1532 After the rule of the dukes. King Authari was put in charge of 
the Lombards i n Italy and reigned 6 years and 6 months. He 
restored by his own a b i l i t y and prudence the strength of the 
Lombards that had been shattered in Gaul and overcame the 
Franks who were wreaking devastation widely in Italy by 
k i l l i n g their general Olio at the fortress of Tiligona. 
1533 He also, after having i n i t i a t e d friendship with the Franks, 
married a wife taken from the Bavarians, the most glorious 
queen Theudelinda, who nourished the Lombard people not so much 
by royal authority as by feelings of piety. 
[p. 270] 
1534 After Leuvigild, the Goths established Reccared in the royal 
o f f i c e . He, by orthodoxly s t r i v i n g for the unity of the 
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l f a i t h , separated the whole Gothic people from 
the Arian impiety and united them to the Catholic church. [Is. 
augmented] 
[p. 270] 
15 35 When Benedict died, Pelagius took up the pontificate of the 
Roman church and reigned 10 years, 2 months, and 10 days. 
[p. 338] 
15 36 The Avars fought against the Romans and most infamously 
wore down the state. They were driven away not by battle but 
by gold and g i f t s . [Is. augmented]7 
[p. 270] 
15 37 After the decease of Pelagius, Gregory, the glory of the whole 













he was i n d o c t r i n e and knowledge, was o r d a i n e d b i s h o p . A f t e r 
he had most g l o r i o u s l y r u l e d the church f o r 13 y e a r s , 6 months, 
and 10 days, he r e t u r n e d h i s s p i r i t t o heaven. He d i d good not 
on l y to the people o f the Roman church committed t o him, but 
a l s o to f o r e i g n p e o p l e s , c o n v e r t i n g to the f a i t h the E n g l i s h , a 
people l o c a t e d i n the f a r t h e s t ocean. 
When the Romans were e n d u r i n g b a t t l e s on a l l s i d e s and 
saw grave c o n f l i c t s and m i s f o r t u n e s t o the s t a t e m u l t i p l y i n g , 
and were unable t o overcome e x t e r n a l enemies, they were 
i n f l a m e d t o s t a r t f i g h t i n g each o t h e r . B a t t a l i o n s assembled 
from a l l d i r e c t i o n s and the s o l d i e r s made Focas t h e i r l e a d e r 
and rose up a g a i n s t Maurice, who was r u l i n g them w i t h j u s t 
a u t h o r i t y . When Focas had butchered him along w i t h many 
nobles i n a massacre, Focas h i m s e l f then took up the i m p e r i a l 
a u t h o r i t y . I n h i s time he i n f l i c t e d on the s t a t e such t h i n g s 
7 
as we w i l l d e s c r i b e below. [ I s . g r e a t l y augmented] 
Focas, the 53rd emperor o f the Romans, r u l e d 8 y e a r s . 
The Green and Blue f a c t i o n s brought about a c i v i l war i n the 
O r i e n t and Egypt, and r u i n e d each o t h e r w i t h mutual 
7 
s l a u g h t e r . [ I s . ] 
While these t h i n g s were b e i n g done w i t h i n the s t a t e , on the 
o u t s i d e the P e r s i a n s were e x c i t e d a g a i n s t i t . They advanced 
w i t h such very h o s t i l e f i g h t i n g t h a t they removed from Roman 
a u t h o r i t y innumerable p r o v i n c e s next to t h e i r r ealm, i n c l u d i n g 
even Egypt and Judea, and made them t r i b u t a r y t o themselves. 
[ I s . augmented] 7 
A f t e r A u t h a r i , A g i l u l f , a l s o known as Ago, r u l e d the Lombards 
f o r 25 y e a r s . 
A g i l u l f m a r r i e d the most g l o r i o u s Queen Theudelinda. 
While the Romans were f i g h t i n g each o t h e r , he conquered and 
r u i n e d many c i t i e s t h a t were under Roman p r o t e c t i o n . He 
captured the suburbs o f Cremona, B r e s c e l l o , and Mantua, and 
he demolished and l e v e l l e d them. 
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1545 L a s t o f a l l he proceeded to besiege the c i t y o f Rome. There he 
found the b l e s s e d Gregory, who then s p l e n d i d l y r u l e d the 
church, r u n n i n g out to meet him a t the steps o f the b a s i l i c a o f 
b l e s s e d P e t e r , the p r i n c e o f the a p o s t l e s . The k i n g was 
s o f t e n e d by the p r a y e r s and deeply s t i r r e d by the wisdom and 
d i g n i t y o f such a g r e a t man, and so he r e t i r e d from the s i e g e 
o f the c i t y . Yet those t h i n g s which he had s e i z e d he k e p t , and 
r e t u r n i n g he reco v e r e d M i l a n . 
[p. 271] 
1546 A f t e r the decease o f the b l e s s e d Gregory, S a v i n i a n was 
o r d a i n e d b i s h o p o f the Roman church, and r e i g n e d one ye a r , 5 
months, and 8 days. 
1547 When he d i e d , B o n i f a c e was o r d a i n e d b i s h o p i n h i s p l a c e , and 
r e i g n e d 8 months and 22 days. 
1548 A f t e r h i s d e a t h , another B o n i f a c e took up the e p i s c o p a t e , and 
r e i g n e d 6 y e a r s , 8 months, and 13 days. 
[p. 339] 
1549 H e r a c l i u s r u l e d as the 54th emperor o f the Romans, and he now 
i s i n h i s 30th y e a r . H e r a c l i u s made h i s son H e r a c l i u s 
C o n s t a n t i n e h i s p a r t n e r i n r o y a l power. 
1550 The P e r s i a n s , f i g h t i n g a g a i n s t the s t a t e , reached as f a r as 
Chalcedon. 
1551 Indeed from another d i r e c t i o n the Huns, b r e a k i n g through the 
Long W a l l and advancing up t o the c i t y w a l l s , t a l k e d w i t h 
H e r a c l i u s , who was s t a n d i n g w i t h i n the p r o t e c t i o n o f the 
ramparts, and a c c e p t i n g payment from him they went away. 
1552 H e r a c l i u s s e n t E l e u t h e r i u s t o watch over t h a t p a r t o f I t a l y not 
y e t o c c u p i e d by the Lombards. 
[p. 271] 
1553 B o n i f a c e d i e d and Deusdedit was made p o n t i f f o f the Roman 
church and he r e i g n e d 3 years and 20 days. 
[p. 339] 
1554 E l e u t h e r i u s o f t e n engaged i n b a t t l e a g a i n s t the Lombards and 
was o f t e n vanquished, p a r t i c u l a r l y by'the Lombard duke 
S u n d r a r i u s , who had been w e l l taught i n m i l i t a r y a f f a i r s by 
A g i l u l f . When E l e u t h e r i u s had l o s t h e a r t and had o f t e n seen 
the r u i n o f h i s f o r c e s , he made peace w i t h the Lombards, but 
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under t h i s c o n d i t i o n , t h a t the Romans sh o u l d pay f i v e hundred 
pounds which they had f o r m e r l y agreed t o give the Lombards 
every y e a r when K i n g A g i l u l f had come t o bes i e g e Rome. 
1555 When E l e u t h e r i u s saw t h a t the Lombard people were p a c i f i e d 
towards him, he attempted t o s e i z e the i m p e r i a l power. But 
when he had a l r e a d y put on the p u r p l e and demanded t h a t a crown 
be g i v e n t o him, he was encouraged by the i n t e r v e n t i o n o f the 
venerable John t o go to Rome and t h e r e , where the s e a t o f 
empire s t i l l remained, take up the crown. A p p r o v i n g t h i s 
a d v i c e he gave e f f e c t to i t . But i n h i s a u d a c i t y he d i d not 
l o n g r e t a i n t h i s rash u s u r p a t i o n . For when he had d e p a r t e d 
from Ravenna and proceeded t o Rome, he was k i l l e d a t the f o r t 
o f L u c i o l i s by a few o f the s o l d i e r s a l r e a d y accompanying him 
on h i s journey. 
1556 A g i l u l f d i e d a t M i l a n , and h i s son A d a l o a l d took .up the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f the r o y a l power w i t h h i s mother Theudelinda 
and r u l e d w i t h h i s mother f o r t e n y e a r s . 
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NOTES 
Cf . Gregory o f Tours H i s t o r i a Francorum 2.9 (MGH, S c r i p t , r e r . 
Merov. 1, 1:72), where Gregory i s q u o t i n g from the l o s t work o f 
S u l p i c i u s A l e x a n d e r . 
2 
Cf. Gregory o f Tours Hist. Franc. 2.7 (MGH, Script, rer. Merov. 
1,1:70-71); a l s o Jordanes Getica 41 (MGH, AA 5;113). 
3 
Cf. c. 1555: "But i n h i s a u d a c i t y [ E l e u t h e r i u s ] d i d n o t l o n g 
r e t a i n t h i s rash u s u r p a t i o n . " 
4 C f . c. 1545. 
95 
I have accepted C e s s i ' s s u g g e s t i o n t h a t t h i s e n t r y o r i g i n a l l y 
began "Levatus e s t Leo i u n i o r imperium. . . ." 
6 
Reading fomes f o r fomenta . 
7 Mommsen argues (p. 338, n. 3, 4, 6) t h a t the resemblance o f these 
f o u r e n t r i e s t o I s i d o r e Chronica Maiora 409, 411-413 (MGH, AA 11:478) 
i s due not to the Copenhagen C o n t i n u a t o r ' s use o f I s i d o r e , as i n p r e v i o u s 
i n s t a n c e s , b ut i s the r e s u l t o f both I s i d o r e and the I t a l i a n c h r o n i c l e r 
u s i n g a common I t a l i a n source f o r these events. Given the known use o f 
I s i d o r e by the Copenhagen C o n t i n u a t o r , the l a t t e r ' s tendency t o embroider 
h i s s o u r c e s , and the h y p o t h e t i c a l nature o f the common s o u r c e , Mommsen's 
argument i s n o t c o n v i n c i n g . 
